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OF RETAIL RUMBLE 
FLU-RIDDEN FLIGHT 


Harried shoppers and health-conscious travelers have options 


Helen Giacobazzi and her husband, Tony, shop at the REI in Concord, 


Tips for protecting 
yourself while flying 
the phlegmy skies 


By Tracy Seipel 
and Jason Green 
Staff writers 


So you’re headed to grandma’s 
house in Cleveland, and that jerk 
in 15C is hacking up a lung. With 
the cold and flu season in full 
gear, how are you — and millions 
of other Americans — supposed 
to protect yourself while flying 
the germ-ridden skies this holi- 


day weekend? = Ace 
Good luck, if you haven’t al- Hardware 
= Babies 


ready got your flu shot. The vac- 
cine takes about two weeks for R Us 


your immunity to fully build up = Cost 

against the virus. If you got your Plus World 

shot in time, nice going. Your Market 

odds of getting the flu — and not = Costco 

infecting your fellow passengers = Crate 

— are cut by about half. and Barrel 
That still means it’s impor- = Ethan 
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#optoutside 


Spend your Black Friday outside and share 
your best days with us. rel. com/optoutside 


= Fry’s Elec- 
tronics 

a H&M 

= Home Depot 
a IKEA 

= Jos. A. Bank 
= Lowe's 

= Marshalls 

= Neiman 
Marcus 

= Nordstrom 


= Office Depot 


We're closed 
today, and we 
think that’s a 
good thing. 


REI will display this sign on Black Friday. 


RETAILERS CLOSED ON THANKSGIVING 


= Patagonia 
= Pier | 

= REI (Black 
Friday too) 
= Staples 

= Sur La 
Table 

= TJ Maxx 


Source: 
www.best 
blackfriday. 
com 


PHOTOS BY ANDA CHU — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
but the retailer will close its doors on Black Friday. 


Increasingly, people 
are opting to skip 
Black Friday’s crush 


By Annie Sciacca 
asciacca@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Black Friday is losing its lus- 
ter. 

As retailers stretch holiday 
discounts across November and 
December, the tradition of flock- 
ing to crowded stores on the day 
after Thanksgiving has begun 
to fade. At the same time, peo- 
ple all over the Bay Area are re- 
jecting the practice of marathon 
bargain-hunting in favor of non- 
shopping alternatives. 

“T refuse to shop,” said Chris 
Grampp, an Oakland resident 
and landscape architecture in- 
structor at Merritt College. 

Wary of the “frenzy” of Black 
Friday shoppers and turned off 
by reports of violence among 
consumers at stores, Grampp 
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FCC has 


plans 


to undo 


net rule 


Agency chairman sets vote to end 
Obama-era net neutrality 
as consumer advocates protest 


By Levi Sumagaysay 
lsumagaysay@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


The dismantling of hard- 
fought net neutrality regulations 
is all but certain, as the FCC on 
Tuesday revealed its plan to re- 
peal the so-called “equal access 


to the Internet” rules passed un- “Under my 
der the Obama administration. Proposal, 
The Federal Communications the federal 
Commission is scheduled to vote 9°vernment 
will stop mi- 


on the plan Dec. 14. Unless there 
is legislative action before then — 
which is unlikely — the Republi- 
can-majority agency is expected 
to approve Chairman Ajit Pai’s 
proposal 3-2. His draft order is 
circulating among the commis- 
sioners now; he says he will pub- 
licly release it Wednesday. 

Net neutrality is the principle 


cromanaging 
the Internet. 
Instead, 

the FCC 
would simply 
require Inter- 
net service 
providers to 
be transpar- 


that service providers must treat @"t about 
all online traffic equally. In its ab- their prac- 
sence, broadband companies may _ tices so that 
be able to charge more to certain Consumers 
users or for faster service, and ©4" Duy the 
block access to some websites. service plan 
Repealing the rules would that's best 

hand a big victory to cable and f% them. 
internet providers who insist net — Ajit Pai, 
neutrality constrains innovation FCC com- 
and competition. This comes as missioner 
some providers are increasingly appointed 

i ; A . by President 
Heaton their own video services, Donald Trump 

or example. this year 


“Under my proposal, the fed- 
eral government will stop mi- 
cromanaging the Internet,” Pai, 
a Republican and longtime oppo- 
nent of net neutrality who was 
appointed FCC commissioner 
by President Donald Trump this 
year, said in a statement Tuesday. 
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California business 
leaders unite to 
help Dreamers stay 


Whitman decides to step down 


CEO says it’s the ‘right time’ for Antonio Neri to ‘take the reins’ 


: : sas INSTANT By Rex Crum 
Bipartisan group from Silicon Valley REACTION rcrum@bayareanewsgroup.com 
and beyond urge Congress to act HPE shares PALO ALTO » Hewlett Packard Enter- 
fell 6.4 prise said Tuesday that Meg Whit- 
. percent, to man will step down as the tech gi- 
he pee iom $13.22, in ant’s chief executive next February — 
; after-hours after a nearly seven-year roller-coaster 
A bipartisan coalition of California business trading fol- term that included the controversial 
leaders said Tuesday that hundreds of thousands lowing the splitting up of Hewlett-Packard, once 
of jobs and billions of dollars are at stake if Con- announce- considered the original Silicon Valley 
gress fails to pass legislation salvaging DACA, ment. startup. 
the program that has let hundreds of thousands MORE INSIDE Whitman will stay on the job until 
of young, undocumented immigrants stay in the The HP | Feb. 1, when HPE President Antonio 
U.S. E ue Neri will take over as the company’s 
President Donald Trump on Sept. 5 announced unig posted CEO. Neri will also join HPE’s board of 
he was phasing out the Deferred Action for Child- ae it directors, and Whitman will remain 
hood Arrivals program in the next six months, sare eat as an HPE director. 
giving Congress a last-ditch opportunity to step ing t F B Whitman called her time at HPE 
in during that time. Amid rumblings in Washing- aval Si t “the privilege of a lifetime” on a con- 
ton about a possible government shutdown over pee a D ference call but said it was the “right 
the DACA impasse, the business leaders urged me ore time” for Neri and new leadership to RICHARD: DREW — ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Congress to act by the end of the year. Seca ene run HPE. Hewlett Packard Enterprise CEO Meg Whitman will be 
DACA » PAGE 9 PAGE C10 WHITMAN » PAGE 6 stepping down as the CEO of HPE. 
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